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fourth time they annihilated the Russian line. If
one knoll more, the Spitzberg, and the battery
upon it were taken, the victory, it seemed, would
be complete.

But at this crisis Laudon intervened to save the
battery and the day.    His grenadiers climbed the
knoll when the Prussians were still 150 paces from
the top, and drove them back with a volley of case-
shot.    Frederick ordered up his artillery, but the
heavy guns stuck fast in the sand and light field-
pieces were of   no  avail.   In the agony of  the
moment the King lost his head and  ordered the
cavalry to storm the Spitzberg.   As at Zorndorf,
Seydlitz declined to sacrifice his troops to a blunder,
but this time Frederick was deaf to the voice of
reason.    He repeated the order and was obeyed.
Seydlitz was wounded and his superb squadrons
shattered, without the smallest gain.   A crushing
countercharge headed by Laudon  completed the
ruin of the Prussian horse, and thenceforward the
allies were the attacking side.

Frederick, almost beside himself, continued to
demand victory from his men, and the infantry,
though it could not go forward, held its ground
against the Russians. Laudon, however, contrived
the coup de gr&ce. At about five o'clock he
suddenly hurled a fresh Austrian host upon the
heroes who had been fifteen hours under arms. The
overthrow was complete. Frederick, who sought
death in vain, was borne from the field by a party
of his own hussars. Amid the chaos he wrote a
terse note in French to inform his capital that the
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